PRESS RELEASE – Havenstreet and Ashey Reading Project
National Reading Volunteer Award Winner Jeanne Jones Champions Primary School Reading Bag Initiative
National Reading Volunteer Award winner Jeanne Jones has congratulated primary school pupils whose artwork has been selected for a special reading book bag initiative, celebrating creativity while encouraging a lifelong love of reading.  
Jeanne attended the Havenstreet and Ashey Annual Residents’ Meeting, where she spoke about the joy and benefits of being a reading volunteer in schools. Her talk highlighted the positive impact volunteers can have on children’s confidence, literacy skills, and overall enthusiasm for learning, inspiring others to consider getting involved.
The project has been made possible through the generous support of Havenstreet and Ashey Parish Council, alongside five other town and parish councils across the Island, demonstrating a strong community commitment to improving children’s literacy.
Havenstreet and Ashey Parish Council contributed £1,700 towards the initiative, funding reading bags for pupils at Binstead Primary School and Newchurch Primary School. These bags feature designs created by the pupils themselves, recognising their creativity while providing a practical tool to support reading at home and school.
Jeanne Jones said “This project captures the heart of what reading volunteers do — opening doors, building confidence, and helping children discover the joy of stories. It’s wonderful to see children’s creativity recognised in such a meaningful and practical way.”
The initiative has also benefited from the support of the National Literacy Trust, which provided reading material information and bookmarks to accompany the bags, further encouraging children to develop strong reading habits.
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